Missions with children 

Teaching children to serve and participate in acts of missions from a young age is a beneficial Christian act of grace that is important to the spiritual formation of our children.  Modeling Missions is a great ministry perspective to work from when working with children.  The Christian education goal with children is to internalize a desire to share with others, and that is the baseline for building a mission minded perspective.  Young children can help put together packages, make cards, collect funds, share of their time, and help in numerous ways.  As the children get older help them focus on why they are serving and provide follow through with the mission initiative so they can grasp the full picture that will help them learn as well as share.  For example, instead of just collecting cans have the children box and deliver the cans to those who are in need.  Meeting the people who are receiving the cans helps the child know how their canned collections are serving others, and brings the mission project full circle.  

A servant’s heart needs time to develop and grow.  Be patient with children as they learn about giving.  Children notice differences and they will ask questions regarding variations in their life and those of the people they are serving, such as:  Why does their house look different than mine?  Help the children learn to be respectful and recognize that they are serving not providing a hand out.  Everyone is of sacred worth in God’s eyes, and people need help at different times in their life.  Explain to the children that the person they are serving needs help at this time, and there will be time when they need help in their life.  As Christians we serve one another because Jesus served.  You are planting the foundation for a mission minded heart. Help the children reflect upon their service opportunity.  Ask the kids what they learned, and question the children if they think Jesus showed up?   Encourage the children to build relationships with those whom they are serving, and foster an environment of continual service. Develop their eyes that they might see opportunities everywhere they look to serve.  As the children use their hands to serve remind them to pray for the people that they are serving.  
Preschool age children 

Preschool age children must first learn “mine” before they learn how to share.  If parents and Sunday school teachers can model and explain to the children the mission project and the concept of sharing the goal has been accomplished.  You might have a difficult time taking away from a two year old a card, craft, or anything that they made to share with someone else. It would be a practical learning experience for a two year old to make one item to give away and one to keep for themselves.  


Explain to the preschooler what they are making, why they are making it, and where the mission item is going.   Show the child a picture of the place where the item is going and possibly a picture of a child who will receive the donation item.  For this age group a collection drive where the children bring books to share, toys to donate, or clothes to share is a very tangible idea that they can grasp.  If you are creating a birthday bag or purchasing Christmas presents let your child pick out toys for a child their age who is of the same gender.  
Early Elementary  (Kindergarten through Second Grade)

Make the mission project very tangible for this age group.  This age group enjoys collecting items, raising funds, and helping others.  Early elementary kids can grasp circumstances that would apply to their own life situations.  A child’s birthday is the biggest day in their life, and a child this age can understand what it would be like to have no birthday cake, party, or gifts on their birthday.  A wonderful mission project for this age group is to raise funds for the United Methodist Children’s Home to supply a birthday party with cake and gifts for a resident.  
Whatever mission-project the child participates in attempt to tie back the mission experience to the child’s life.  Whether it is gathering school supplies or raising funds for Camp Sumatanga remind the children of their positive school or camp experience.  Where circumstances permit this age group should work collectively to accomplish goals, or work as a family unit when possible to serve. This helps foster learning that the church works together as a body to serve God’s people.  
Older Elementary  (Third through Fifth Grade)
It is typically at the age of ten or eleven years old that children begin to develop past thinking concretely into the realm of analytical interpretation.  It is a rare and precious jewel who has the ability to empathize at the young age of eighth or nine years old. 

This age group enjoys helping and takes pride in satisfying others and bringing them joy through serving.  Allow this age group to visit sites and have interaction with those they are serving. There might be circumstances where people who the children are serving are not grateful for the children’s presence and gift of service.  This is a perfect opportunity to explain to the children why Christians serve.  We are not serving others for our gratification or to please the one we are serving.  We are answering God’s call to meet the basic needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
Make sure to provide reflective follow through after the service event. Begin to ask questions regarding the concept of empathy. Discuss the situation of the person you are serving in detail and ask the children what it would be like to live a life without some of their favorite things.  Ask the children to place themselves in the shoes of the one you were serving.  What would it be like to have no home, no money to buy food, no toothbrush or toothpaste, no shower, no XBOX, IPod, or no Iphone.
Discuss with this age group the concept of sharing their monetary gains with those in need for the empowerment of others.  Help them internalize and memorize the powerful statement made by John Wesley “Make all you can, Save all you can, Give away all you can!”  Ask the children how this experience might change the way they save and give away their money.
Activities I can participate in with my Children to teach them about Missions Right Here in the North Alabama Conference.  

Check out the following websites to learn more about mission minded Christian education for children! 

Passport youth and children’s mission camps here in Birmingham, Alabama 

http://www.passportcamps.org/2010/home/index.html

SIFAT -  (Servants in Faith and Technology)       http://www.sifat.org/
Mission Opportunity with your children

Your kids can have a mission experience right here in Lineville, AL<Your kids can learn about children from poverty stricken areas of the world and what daily life is like in their world with lack of resources. The kids can experience staying in huts or slum buildings along with learning about technology that is used in primitive parts of the world to create access to limited resources in these areas. Visit the website and take the kids from your church to experience a world of various cultures and missions right here in Alabama.

Some of our Favorite websites for Childrens Missions:

General Board of Global Ministries:  http://new.gbgm-umc.org/
United Methodist Volunteers in Missions  

http://www.umvim.org/newsite/umvim/web-content/index.html

United Methodist Children’s Home  http://www.umch.net/

Urban Ministries  http://www.urban-ministry.com/

Dream Garden  

Director: Pashion Lewis, 533-6497, email bhamdreamgarden@hotmail.com
Camp Sumatanga (Happy Camper Fund)   www.sumatanga.org

Heifer International – www.heifer.org   

Medical Missions for Children - http://www.mmfc.org/ 
Where we can go to volunteer with the kids!
Aid to Inmate Mothers

Address: Aid to Inmate Mothers, P.O. Box 986, Montgomery, AL  36101-0986
   
Phone Number:  800-679-0246
   
Volunteer Contact:  Larnetta Moncrief – Larnetta@inmatemoms.org
   
Mission Statement: To provide services to Alabama’s incarcerated women with emphasis on enhancing personal growth and strengthening the bonds between inmate mothers and their children.
    
Ways the children can help:

· Donate new paperback books for Storybook Project.
· Sponsor the child of an inmate mother – purchase school supplies, etc.
· Reach out to Children - donate birthday and Christmas gifts, school supplies, and toys and games for visits
· Donate books for the prison library (must be a paperback book)
ARC of Jefferson County
Address:  215 21st Avenue South Birmingham, AL 35205
Phone Number:  205-503-4037

Volunteer contact:  Wanda Williams   email hunter: 2549@aol.com

Ministry:  ARC serves mentally challenged adults as well as infants and toddlers with special needs. 
Ways the children can help: 

· Arts and crafts with residents
· Games with children
· care packages 
Babies First

Address: 4820 Overton Road      Birmingham, AL 35210
Phone Number : 205-956-0966

Organization Contact:  Moniko Lawson  at Babies First   moniko@umch.net 

   
A Ministry of the United Methodist Children’s Home   
Babies First is a new program for expectant mothers and their babies who have no safe or healthy place to live. The 24 hour staff at Babies First will work to help the mothers learn how to care and love their children while also helping them to complete their education and obtain employment.
       
Ways the children can help:
· Provide help with yard and house projects
· Plan outings, birthday parties or activities for moms and babies
·  Write letters of encouragement to the mothers, or provide a drawing that is inspirational.  
· Share toys, clothes, or books with the kids
Birmingham Hospitality Network

Address: P O Box 531233, Birmingham, AL.  35253
    
Phone: (205) 918-0246

Volunteer contact:  Rana Cowen, Executive Director or Meredith Reid    

Email Address: bhnrc@earthlink.net, bhnadmin@earthlink.net
    
Web Site: http://www.birminghamhospitalitynetwork.com/
   
BHN uses 14 + host churches on a rotating basis to provide ongoing overnight lodging, transportation, and meals for homeless families in transition or crisis situations. Not only are food and shelter offered, but BHN also helps in developing a stable lifestyle for the families.  

Ways the children can help:  
 
· Help prepare meals or snacks for the families
· Come and play with the children of the visiting families
· Create welcome packages for the families
· Read stories with the children of the families
Bunny Aid

   
A Program of Hands on Birmingham
   
Phone Number: 205-251-5849
    
Executive Director: Candi Williams  candi@handsonbirmingham.org
    
Web Site: www.HandsOnBirmingham.org
    
Ways the children can help:  Purchase items and fill an Easter basket that any child would enjoy receiving.  Baskets are needed for children of all ages (0 through 18).  Be creative …. children living in a shelter or other less-than-ideal setting need our love and care.  Consider including toothbrushes, toothpaste, other personal care items, crayons, markers, notebooks, books, craft items, small toys and games, etc. …. in addition to candy of course!!!  You may consider a bucket or other reusable container rather than a basket.
     
Please completely wrap your basket in cellophane and mark your basket with the age and gender for whom it is intended.
    
Children’s Harbor Ministry Team

Address: Children’s Hospital, 6th Ave South, Birmingham, AL 35233
    
Phone: 939-6123
    
Mission Statement: Children’s Harbor is a non-profit organization created to offer support to patients and their families at Children’s Hospital. The team works together on a monthly basis to meet the needs of families of children suffering from illness. This team provides a fun evening for patients and their families.  The team provides a hot meal, crafts, and other fun activities one night each month.  Serve dinner, prepared by the church kitchen, and provide crafts and games the first Thursday of each month from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  One hour of training is required.
    
Ways the children can help:  
Coordinate collections for patient needs at various times of the year:  

Socks  -  Blankets -  Toiletries
Creative people who can come up with themes for activities, games, and crafts
This is a great project for kids who get excited about crafts and activities. 

If your group is to young prepare the crafts and games for the adults who are going to minister to the families. 

Children’s Rehabilitation Services 

Location:  407 Governors Drive Suite B  Huntsville, AL 35801

Volunteer contact:  A. Roberts   aroberts@rehab.stateal.us
Purpose:  Help children who have chronic or terminal illness through their rehabilitation process.

Ways children can help:

Read to the children 

Sing-a-longs

Donate coloring books, crayons, bean bags 

Play games with the children who are working on their rehabilitation process
Church of the Reconciler

A Multicultural, Multiracial, United Methodist Congregation
    
Location: 112 14th Street North, Birmingham, L.  35203
   
Phone: 324-6402
   
Pastor of Children:  Rachel Martin
   
Web Site: www.churchofthereconciler.org
    
Mission: Church of the Reconciler lifts hearts and hands to God. They maintain a unique ministry in downtown Birmingham. Access their web site at www.churchofthereconciler.org for more details.
    
Ways the children can help:
· Worship on Sunday with the members at Reconciler

· Organize school supplies and backpacks

· Birthday bags – contains all the elements a family needs to have a birthday party for a child.

· Holiday celebrations 

· Organize arts and crafts projects 
Dream Garden, Inc.

A Ministry of Restoration United Methodist Church
   
Location: 631 3rd St. SW, Birmingham, AL.  35211 
   
Director: Pashion Lewis, 533-6497, email bhamdreamgarden@hotmail.com
    
Purpose: Dream Garden is a ministry to children, youth and their families.  It consists of tutoring, counseling, Bible study, recreation, field trips, arts and crafts and computer classes.
    
Mission Statement: “Restoration United Methodist church is committed to preaching, teaching and living out the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We are dedicated to repairing and restoring lives by reaching out, reaching in, and reaching up in love and unity.” Al Lewis, Pastor.  
   
Ways the children can help:
· Prepare a snack for the children for after school care 
· Donate books

· Prepare school supplies

· Read books with the kids

· Study with the kids 

Fairhaven

A Methodist Home for the Aging – Retirement Community
   
Location: 1424 Montclair Road, Birmingham, AL.  35210
   
Phone: 205-956-4150
   
Mission Statement: Fairhaven provides quality care for all stages of retirement and aging in a loving, Christian environment.  Their facility provides 6 levels of care including garden homes, apartments, assisted living, special care, skilled nursing, and alzheimers care.

Ways that children can help:
· Visit residents and build relationships with residents   

· Provide birthday parties – you can sign up in February for various dates throughout the year   
· Help in the Nearly New Shop and donate items to the shop – mark box for Fairhaven and leave in the church office).  Shoppers include residents and staff of Fairhaven as well as people who come to visit residents.   Items needed include:
· Knick knack bags
· Clothing (men, men, and children)
· Crafts    
First Light

  

First Light – Women’s Homeless Shelter
    
Address: 2230 Fourth Ave. North, Birmingham, 35203
    
Phone Number: 323.4277
    
Executive Director: Ruth Crosby
   
Mission Statement: The mission is to work with homeless women and their children to create hospitality in a safe, nurturing community, to encourage them to maintain dignity, to find hope, to seek opportunity, and to grow spiritually, thereby achieving their full potential.  First Light provides both emergency shelter and permanent housing.
   
Ministry Opportunities: 
Music activities, birthday parties, games, facials, crafts, etc.
Please do not give the ladies in the shelter anything unless you ask the Volunteer Coordinator (Shannon) or Executive Director (Ruth) for approval first.
   
Detailed volunteer information is available for anyone interested in serving.
   
Ways children can help:
· Hygiene packets     

· Gardening in the courtyard
· Birthday party bags
· Game supplies
· Craft supplies 
· Women’s beauty packs 
   
Greater Birmingham Ministry

Location: 2304 12th Ave North, Birmingham, AL  35234 

Phone: 326-6821    

Web Site: www.gbm.org
    
Staff: Scott Douglass, Executive Director /  Ernestine Davis, Direct Assistance Services
    
Purpose: Greater Birmingham Ministries carries out a multi-racial inter-faith-based response to the prevalence of poverty in our community. It is sponsored by a large number of faith communities throughout greater Birmingham and Jefferson County.

Ways children can do to help:

· Collect food for the Mother’s day food drive
· Children’s clothing (including school uniforms)
· Toys are needed for Christmas    
Greater Humane Society of Birmingham
Volunteer Contact: Angie Scott 
300 Snow Drive
Birmingham, AL 35209-6301
Phone 205-942-1211

Ways children can help:

· Dog bones

· Chew toys

· Adoption care bags 

· Newspaper rolls 
Habitat for Humanity

Address: Greater Birmingham Habitat for Humanity, 4480 Lloyd Noland Parkway, Fairfield, Alabama  35064

Volunteer Contact:  Jen Smith jlsmith@habitatbirmingham.org     
Phone: 205-780-1234 ext 307
  
Mission: Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit, ecumenical Christian organization dedicated to eliminating substandard housing and homelessness worldwide.  Habitat provides an affordable place to live in dignity and safety through a community building a home together. 
    
Web Site: http://www.habitatbirmingham.org
    
Ways that Children can help: 
The children could make lemonade, lunches, and snacks for the habitat workers.
Also they could create a clever craft for the new homeowner 
(bird house, vase, or painted tile to put up in the house.)
   Children can make bird houses, yard art, or a house warming gift for families
Hands on Birmingham

Mission: Hands on Birmingham, Inc. is an Alabama not for profit corporation committed to providing flexible, hands-on volunteer opportunities for individuals.  
Opportunities exist to volunteer virtually every day of the year!  Go to the official Hands on Birmingham webpage to discover all that HOB can offer - Special Events, Sign up for newsletters, Hot Projects, Courses, Volunteer Center and Links for more ways to volunteer!!
    
Agency Contact: Candi Williams  251-5849, candi@handsonbirmingham.org or Melissa Parish 251-5849, Melissa@handsonbirmingham.org
   
Web Site: www.HandsOnBirmingham.org 
   
Skills/Ages: Everyone can find ways and places to volunteer in our city!  Call, email, or check the web site to see the many opportunities.

Hope Lodge

Joe Lee Griffin Hope Lodge
   
Address: 1104 Ireland Way, Birmingham, Alabama 35205
     
Phone: 558-7860 (Reception Desk)
       
Mission Statement: The mission of the Hope Lodge is to provide free temporary housing solution for out-of-town cancer patients who are undergoing cancer treatment and their caregivers in Birmingham area hospitals.  The Hope Lodge has 33 guest rooms, plus an on-site resident Manager to give 24-hour assistance as required.  The Lodge serves over 700 cancer patients and their caregivers each year.
     
Ways that Children can Help: There are opportunities at the Hope Lodge for groups and individuals that desire to serve:
· provide meals for the residents.  
· Children of all ages are welcome and encouraged to attend the meals.
· The residents enjoy seeing the children, plus it is a very good experience for children to see their parents in service to others
· Prepare Cookies and Pastries for the Residents  
Jessie’s Place
Address:  2305 Fifth Avenue N  Birmingham AL 35203

Phone – 205-323-0170

Volunteer contact:  jessiesplace@jimmiehalemission.com
Women and Children’s homeless shelter.  

Ways the children can help:

· Hygiene packets

· surprise bags

· teach a Bible study class at night from 6 until 7:15.  
Kairos  Prison Ministry
    
Description of Program: Two weekends a year, a team of 40+ people host a 3-day weekend retreat much like an Emmaus walk.  Inmates are recommended for participation by the Chaplain and Warden and must have demonstrated some level of leadership.  These men are then expected to demonstrate their leadership abilities in loving and caring ways after their Kairos experience.  Once recommended, an inmate must submit an application in order to participate.
Volunteer Contact information: Lynn Holmes
graphicconcepts@comcast.net
205-554-7774 – cell
Ways that children can help: 
The children can draw pictures and donate them to the inmates only first names on the pictures 
400 - 500 dozen cookies are served during each Kairos weekend.  If you would like to bake and donate cookies, please contact Lynn Holmes to learn more about how to deliver the cookies. 
Manna House Backpack Project

Location:  2300 Memorial Parkway Huntsville, AL 35801

Volunteer contact:  Donna Becker  256-653-7883

Ways that children can help:  Provides weekend food to needy students through local schools.  Able to pack and deliver food on the weekends.   
Mount Eagle Christmas Shoe Fund 

Address:  1301 Viking Drive  Jasper, Al 35502

Volunteer contact:  Elaine Jones

Phone:  205-221-2840

Email – Elaine.jones@mountaineagle.com
Website: www.mountaineagle.com
Ways that children can help:  collect shoes for children in Walker County for Christmas  
Oak Mountain Missions

Location: 2699 Pelham Parkway  Pelham, AL 35124
   

Phone: 205-685-5757
   

Web Site: www.oakmountainmissions.org
    
Contact: Roddy Cooper, Director
    
Mission: Oak Mountain Missions Ministries, Inc. is a non-profit organization serving clients in Shelby & Jefferson Counties.  Our goal is to provide food, clothing, furniture, and financial assistance to persons in need at NO COST to the client.  
    
Ways children can help:
· Sort food in the food pantry

· Organize clothes in the clothes section

· Have a canned food drive 
Ronald MacDonald House 

Location: 1700 4th Avenue South  Birmingham, AL 35233

Phone Number :  205-212-7263   205-212-72556

Volunteer Coordinator:  Christine Ellis   chris.ellis@rmhca.org
Purpose:  To provide a safe and welcoming space for families whose children are receiving medical treatment in the Birmingham area.  1,150 guest stay in the Ronald MacDonald house each year. 

Ways children can help:  artwork for the kids, care packages, cards, snack bags 

Southtown Food Service
Location: Close to Saint Vincent’s Hospital

Phone Number: 205-422-5580
    
Executive Director: Corey Jackson
    
Description of Agency: A housing project that runs an after school tutoring service along with hot meals to participants 
    
Examples of outreach opportunities: 

Pick up from the church and deliver the food around 3:00 p.m. and serve it to the children. The current team volunteers Mondays .
Ways the children can help:  
Children can assist in preparing and delivering the meals.
The Foundry

Location: 1804 6th Ave North, Bessemer, AL. 
   
Phone: 425-7737 (women’s center) or 428-8449 (main office)
   
Web Site: http://www.thefoundryonline.org/index.php
   
Staff Contact: Volunteer coordinator: Micah Andrews mandrews@thefoundryonline.org 
    
Ways children can help:

Prepare snacks for Friday night women’s events

Food boxes

Prayer walks

Decorate the room

Childcare during chapel time (you can bring your kids and provide a Sunday school lesson)

Organize the Super thrift outlet

Dessert parties 

The cup – 3rd Monday night of each month serve dozens of women 
The Table
Address: P.O. Box 1514, Birmingham, AL 35201 
   
Phone: 324-6502
   
Contact: Chris Retan, Chris_Retan@Yahoo.com
     
Web Site: http://www.thetableonline.org/about.htm    
     
Mission:. Every Saturday and Sunday, volunteers from the community prepare food in their homes and bring it to a homeless shelter where it is served with love to men and women who are in need.  The volunteers bring the food to the table and serve the guests as they would in their own home.
    
Ways that children can help:
Preparing food
Serving food to and eating with the homeless
Providing with supplies     

Providing Table decorations 
Upper Sand Mountain Parrish 

Volunteer Contact:  Katie Allison  usmpstaff@hotmail.com  256-638-2126
24474 Alabama Highway 75  Sylvania, AL 35988

Ways the kids can help: 
Pack snack packages for kids, lunch packages for kids, school supply packs, organizing of food pantry
Urban Ministry
Location: 1229 Cotton Avenue SW, Birmingham, Al 35211
    
Phone: 205-781-0517
   
Web Site: www.urban-ministry.com
    
Contact - Director of Children/Youth Programs: Becky Wadley, bwadley@bham.rr.com
     
Mission Statement: To serve poor people in the Birmingham area with programs of compassion and wholeness.  Programs include food assistance, community kitchen, adult education, children and youth after-school and summer programs, and a community garden.  The children participating range from third grade though middle school age.  
Ways children can help:   
· Prepare and distribute food boxes 
· Prepare healthy snacks for afterschool programs    
· Support of fund raising projects 
· Collect school supplies
· Create hygiene packets
· Collect art and craft supplies 
· Create surprise bags 
